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Analysis: 
 
The applicant is requesting an exception from some of the Master Sign Plan requirements to be able to 
reuse the same sign that was used at her previous location. 
 
The applicant is proposing wall mounted signage of 18” high red channel letters for “INDUS” and a 
second line of red text below in a 12” high white box, “SALON & BOUTIQUE”. The channel letters 
and letter box are proposed with black returns however the MSP specifies tan returns to match the 
building. The MSP specifies Helvetica font which the applicant’s sign does not use.  
 
Most of the existing signs on the Center are red or white channel letters with tan returns on a metal 
raceway. The America’s Best sign is the only sign that varies from the MSP. Staff was unable to find any 
sign permit or BAR case file for the America’s Best sign currently on the building. Although it appears 
to show letters in a box similar to what the applicant is proposing it is actually channel letters on a blue 
backer with what appear to be black letter returns. Also the font is clearly not Helvetica. 
 
The proposed sign is generally consistent with the requirements of the MSP as the sign would be placed 
in the appropriate location on the building, is the appropriate size, utilizes approved colors and is 
internally illuminated. Staff believes the modifications to the font used and the change in color of letter 
return are appropriate. While the MSP does not currently allow for light boxes with lettering for second 
line of text, staff believes the colors used and the size do not detract from the overall look of the Center 
and have no issue with the box rather than channel letters. 

 
 

RECOMMENDATIONS 
 
The proposed plan is consistent with the City’s design criteria. Staff therefore recommends that the 
application be approved with the following conditions. 
 

1. The proposed sign shall be installed as shown on the plans received July 15, 2015, except as 
regulated by the Zoning Ordinance, and as may be modified by the Board of Architectural 
Review, the Director of Community Development and Planning, Zoning, or the Building 
Official.  

2. Signage shall not be installed until after Zoning has issued permits. 
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ATTACHMENT #1 

 
Relevant Code Sections 
 

Sec. 110-1071. Designation of districts. 

(a)   The architectural control overlay district is hereby designated as all land in the city which is located outside 
an historic district and zoned for other than single-family detached residences. In addition, any lot, parcel or area 
of land within any area zoned for single-family detached residences outside an historic district which is used for 
other than single-family detached residences or which is the subject of an application for a special use permit or 
building permit involving any such other use shall be part of the architectural control overlay district. The 
provisions of this article shall not apply to single-family attached residences after such residences have been 
initially erected. 

Sec. 110-1072. Approval required for improvements. 

(a)   No structure or improvement located on any land within the architectural control overlay district, including 
significant landscape features appurtenant to such structure or improvement, shall be erected, reconstructed, 
altered or restored until the plans for the exterior architectural features and landscaping have been approved by 
the board of architectural review or the city council in accordance with the provisions of article XIX of this 
chapter. Plans for signs appurtenant to new and renovated shopping centers, and as otherwise provided for 
multi-tenant commercial buildings in subsection 110-180(b) shall also be subject to board of architectural review 
or the city council approval. The board of architectural review shall confine its review and approval to only those 
features which are subject to view from a public street, way or place. The provisions of this article shall not apply 
to regular maintenance of a structure, improvement or site; however, an exterior color change of a structure, or 
substantial portion thereof, shall be deemed an alteration and not regular maintenance. 
 

Sec. 110-915. Powers and duties. 

The board of architectural review shall have the following powers and duties: 

(2)   To review and decide any application requesting approval for exterior architectural features of any structure, 
improvement or significant landscape feature associated with such structure or improvement to be erected, 
reconstructed or substantially altered in an architectural control district. 

Sec. 110-180. - Signs permitted. 

c. Individual multitenant commercial or industrial building on a single lot. 
3. Tenant signs. Individual multitenant commercial or industrial buildings shall be permitted building-

mounted signs identifying individual tenants. 
i. Each building shall be permitted, as a matter of right, a maximum cumulative total of such signs not 

exceeding one-half square foot for each linear foot of building frontage. The maximum cumulative 
total of tenant signage for each building may be increased to not greater than 1.50 square feet for 
each linear foot of building frontage, provided that a conceptual master plan for all tenant, directory, 
building identification and center identification signs has been reviewed and approved by the board 
of architectural review or the city council, in accordance with the provisions of article XIX of this 
chapter. Such master plan shall include the information specified in subsection (b)(2)b. of this 
section. Only one such master plan shall be required to increase the amount of signage as specified in 
this subsection i. Individual tenant signs shall not be subject to subsequent review by the board of 
architectural review or the city council, provided that all signs erected are consistent with the 
approved master plan. The maximum area permitted for any one tenant sign shall be 50 square feet. 
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d. Design approval bonus. The permitted sign area for multitenant commercial buildings not located in the Old
and Historic District shall be increased by ten percent if the sign design and location are reviewed and
approved by the board of architectural review or the city council, in accordance with the provisions of
article XIX of this chapter. In its deliberations, the board of architectural review or the city council shall
consider the visual appropriateness and uniformity of signs with respect to design, color and location, and
their integration with the architectural form of the building. The board of architectural review or the city
council may impose conditions for approval relative to such considerations.
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ATTACHMENT #2



1050 CONNECTICUT AVENUE, NW  10TH FLOOR  WASHINGTON DC 20036 
PHONE: 301-947-6901  FAX: 301-947-8189 

April 15, 2015 

Indus Salon & Boutique 
11137 Lee Highway 
Fairfax, Virginia 22030 
Attn: B. Multani 

Re: Indus Salon & Boutique 
11137 Lee Highway 
Permanent Sign Application 

Bimla: 

Please proceed with the installation of the new sign for Indus Salon & Boutique 
at the above referenced addressed. The landlord has approved the attached sign proof 
and has granted you permission to install the new sign and remove the old one. 

Please let me know if there is anything else you need.  

Sincerely, 

Joseph A. Caputo 
Joseph A. Caputo 
President 
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